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mti-iW, and the Body reciprocally to thQ Menflruum, and 
both to ad on one another with greater Vigour, than 
either of then' own Particles do upon their contiguous 
Fellows ; by which means a Separation of Parts muii (I 
think) conieqiientiy follows. Thus being at liberty, 
tliey with tlio. ivknjtruum become as one Body, and re- 
main fafpended in any part of it hy their Mutual At- 
tradion. And that one iVfe/^/m//?:^ in this Cafe fhould 
aflecl one Body more than another, is no more than why 
<-he Magnet fhould aifed Iron only. 



V A Letter frofn the ^yerend Mr. W. Derham, 
F. !^. 5. to 'Dr. Hans Sloane, R. S. Sccr. ^Z- 
Vmg an Account of Jome Inundatiotis^ Monjtrons 
Sirths^ Appearances in the Hea'venSj and other Oh* 
ferVahles he received from Ireland. With his Oh' 
ferVations on the Eclspfe of tl)e Sun^ Sept. ^ . and 
of the M&on, Sept. i8, 1708. 

Vprninjier^ Ocfeher 26. 1708. 

SIR, 

I Received fome time fince a Letter from Maghrafelt in 
the North of Irelmd^ from a very Intelligent Perfon 
there, and great Well-wifher to our Royal Society^ one 
Ivir. Neve ; who out of his own good Will had collect- 
ed fome of the Lough-Neagh Petrifications, Pieces of the 
GiMts-Caufaay^ and other Curiofities, and fent them, he 
tells me, as far as Briflol : But hearing the Society had 
of them already in their Repofitory, hetoojc no furmer 

care of them. 

He 
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He hath fcnt me divers Particulars relating to Lougfj- 
Neagh, which 1 give you no Account "of at prefent ; be- 
cauie there is nothing but what is m efie£l in Mr. W. MO' 
Ijneaux'Sy and Mr. Edward Smith s Accounts, already 
publiflied in the Tranfacfions. But there are fome othet 
Matters related by him, that I believe will not be unac- 
ceptable. 

He tells me, That onO^iober 7. 1706. after a very Rai- 
ny Day, and Southerly Wind, there happened a prodi- 
gious flood (the like not in the Memory oi Man) which 
brake downfeveral Bridges, and the Sides of fome of the 
Mountains in that part oi Ireland. That it came run- 
ning dovvn in vail Torrents from fome of the Mountains, 
and drowned abundance of Black-Cattle and Sheep, 
fpoiled a great deal of Corn and Hay in the Stacks, that 
it laid abundance of Houfcs two or three Feet deep in 
Water, and brake down feveral of the Foi'ge and Mill- 
Da ms. 

Alfoon July 3, 1707. they had another Flood, which 
came fo fuddenly from the Mountains, as if there had 
been fome fudden Eruption of the Waters. And alfo on 
the 26th of the fame Month, in the County of Antrim^ 
there was a very fuddain and furprizing flood^ which 
raifedthe Six-Mile-lUver ({bca*ird) at tliat rate, that it 
brake down two ftrong Stone-Bridges, and three Hou- 
les, and carried away 600 Pieces of Lianen-cloath, that 
lay a Bleaching, fili'd many Houfes. feveral feet deep 
with Water, tore down fome large.Rocks in its Paifage, 
and left feveral Meadows covered a Foot or two deep 
v/ith Sand. Tliat they in the South-Eaft part of the 
County of Derr}i had that Day but little Rain v^ith fome 
Thunder : But beyond the Mountains, in the North- 
V/eft part of the County, the River Roe had a great 
Flood. 

Another 
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Another thing he gives me an Account of, is of feme 
MonltroHs Births, viz,. That an Alderman of the City 
of Derry told him, Tiiat a Corv in the Year 1706 had, 
witlun a Mile of that City, calved fix Calves, then all 
dead. That the Barrack-Malter told him, December 6. 
1706, oi^-a.MmJiroas Humme Birth, which the Barrack- 
Maiter ia:id he himfelf favv in Losidoft-Derrj, -viz,, with 
two Heads, Ibur Arms, and but one Body at the Navel. 
That it was of both Sexes, Female on the Riglit fide, 
Male on the Left. That the Right Hatid of the Male 
was behind the Female's Back, and the Left Hand of the 
Female behind the Male's back, holding each other, as 
in Loving-manner. This Child, or Children were born 
Ahve, but hv'd but a little while. My Friend was in- 
ibrmed, that this Monlicrous Birth was diileded by the 
Mayor of Derry (his Acq^uaintancej and (ii it would 
beany Service or Satisfadlion to the Society) he told me 
he could eafiiy procure a full Account of his Obfer- 
vations. 

ThelaftCuriofitv he gives me an Account of, is, as I 
imagine, that which fome call the Northern Streamings 
whicii I do not remember the Society had ever any Ac- 
counts of ; and this being (T mult conlefs) one of the 
moil particular Accounts* I ever met with of it, and ve- 
ry confentaneous to fuch another Appearance in .the 
Heavens, which my Ingenious Neighbour and Friend 
Mr. Bitrret (of the Society^ was credibly informed 
was feen in his Neighbourhood in Seftembsr or OB&ber, 
1J06 ; I fay Mr Nevth Account being fo particular, will 
I hope be very acceptable to the Society ; It is thus. 
" On Sunday, November iG, 1707. after a Frofty Morn- 
" ing, .and Fair llill Day, Wind. Nforth-Wefterly, about 
" halt an Hour after Eight in the Evening, there ap- 
" pea red a very ftrange Light in ehe North. The Even- 
" ing was clear and Scar-light, only tiie Horizon was 
" darkned with condenfed Vapours in the North, reach- 



" ing 
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<< ing, I guefs, to or 15 Degrees above the Horizon* 
*' Out of this Cloud procctdcd feveral Streams ot Rays 
<' of Light ^ like tlie-Tads of fome Comets, broad be- 
" lows and ending in Points above. Some of them ex- 
" tended ahuoft to the Tail of Vrfx Minor, and all were 
" nearly perpendicular to tlie Horizon, and it was as 
" briglit as if the Full Moon had -been rifing in the 
" Cloud. But what I wondered at moil, was the Mo- 
« tion of the dark and lighter Parts running ftrangely 
" through one another in a Moment; fomecimes to the 
" Ealf, and fornetimes to the Weft. It continued, after 
*' I firft law it, about a Qiiarter of an Hour, often 
" changing its Face and Appearance, as to Form and 
" Light', Ibmetimes broken,' fornetimes entire and Jong 
'* Rays of Light in the clear Sky, quite feparate fronij 
" and above the Cloud, and none below in the Cloud. 

« 

To prevent Miftakes, I tJiink it necellary to obferve, 
that this Light which Mr. Neve faw, is very different 
from that like the Tail of a Comet, which hath beeri 
feen in the Conftellation of Taurus, or near it ; wliicli 
I happened to fee in 1706, the Figure whereof is pub- 
lifhed in the Tranfacl: N. 305, and which fprne are plea- 
fed to cz\\th& Aurora Boreaiis ; which Name, in my O- 
pinion, .would better befit this Lumen Borea/e^ whidi is 
ieldom, if ever Teen out of the North. 
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The Ecl^^fe of the Sun on September j. in the Morning^ 
at Upminfter. 



The correct 

Apparent 

Time. 



The beginning of the Eclipfe we coald 
not fee for Clouds. 



h. 
6 



// 



44 15 The Sun peep'd out of the Clouds, and I 
judged, by my Eye, that about one 
1 enth of a Digit was Eclipfed. 
Then Clouds nearly all the time of the 
Eclipfe. But at 
8 x\ I < A little Obfcuration appeared through the 
1 elelcope. 

S 32 45 A •^'«7 little Obfcuration, ■ through the 
Teleicope. 
Then Clouds. And at 
8 35 45 We could difcern no remains of the E^ 

clipfe through the Telefcope. 
From thefe Obfervations I imagine the End of this 
Solar Eclipfe was much about 8 ii. 5 3 ' in the Morning. 

The Eclipfe of the Moo;iy September 18. in the Even- 
ings At Upminixer. 

As I was that Evening coming from London, I obfer- 
ved lor ha If an Hour, or more, a thin fliade to polfefs 
that part of tlie Disk where the Eclipfe began, which 
remain'd a good while after the Eclipfe was over. Af- 
ter I got home, Imade a iliift to mount my Telefcopes, 
and get all things in readinefs before the Eclipfe began. 
And the principal Obfervations I made thereof, were 
thefe following. 

The 
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A Thin Penumbra. 

A darker Penumbra. 

Yet darjcer, which may pafs for the be- 
ginning of the Edipfe. 

The Edipfe no doubt begun. 

The Luc'd Parts of the Moon, not long 
before the Middle of the Edipfe, were 
92 5 Parts of my Micrometer. 

Diameter of the Moon 1634 Parts of the 
Micrometer. 

The End of the Edipfe draws nigh* 

A little Obfcuration. 

Lefs. 

A very littb, excepting the Duskiflinefs 
before mentioned. 
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